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SABMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
AT THE WHITE HOUSE
~articipants: President Eisenhower

Secretary Dulles
Soviet Ambassador venshlkov

e 2 ),

‘The Ambassador said that he had sought this meeting as a follow-
- up of the conversation which he had had with the ~resident when he had
presented his letters. The Ambassador sald he had reported that con-
versation cbjectively to his Government and had asked for this meetinga
week ago in order to tell the Fregident the substance of what was contained
in the subsequent Mesmorandum which ir. Gromyko had delivered to
Ambassador Thompson., Now that that #oorandurn had been delivered
thig meeting wiich he had reqguested had less significance, The Ambassa-
dor, however, went on t0 say that he hoped that it would be possible within
a few days to arrange through diplomatic channels for a meeting of Forelgn
Ainisters of an agreed cormposition and at an agreed date and place.

The Ambassador went on to say that his Government, aware of
the especlally heavy responsibilities that devolved on the President of
the United States, would not oppose the holding of & meeting of Heads of
Government in the United Siates at a city to be selected by the United
States.

The -resident then referred to the fact that it was not usuval for him
to transact business directly with foreign ambassadors and he did not want
to st a vrecedent by this mseting, OCtherwise he might be confronted with
raguests from over eighty ambessadors,

The ~resident went on io discuss the proposed meeting of Heads of
Jovernment and gaid that there were difficulties in the way and that he
{elt that thers was a necessity for preparation in terms of tae substance of
matters to be discussed, The Yresident sald with emphasis, "We want {0
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dAnd a way to do usefu] business. " Bui he said we do not wait & mers
Spectacle or a propaganda exsideise. The need is for horest preparation

9% agreed subjects which would lead 4P to & final aci by the Mesds of
Govermnant, 4 mere spectacle or propagands meeting would, the “resident
houdht, be without value and indeed of posttive disadvantage in confusing
the peoples of the world,

the cresicent said that he appreciated the courtesy reflected by
the Indicated willlugness of the Sowlet Governmert io have a meedugy
ane wers to be held in the United States, ‘The residen: alsc said that he
Jid not wan: his opening remerks about the request of the Soviet Ambassador
{0 meet with the President to be iaken as indicative of any irritation or
impatience on his part, The President realized that the Ambassador was
carrying out hiz instructions, :

Secretary Dulles then syoke, eraphasizing the imp racticability of
Gver eighty ambassadors doing business directly with the =resident and the
importanes that any meeting with the President be regarded as exceptional.

The Prestident, in this connection, interjected ihat ha could think of
anly one prior cage where this had been sought and then events had made it
Hnecessary,

ihe Secretary went on to emphasize agein the necemslly of preparu-
tion i the Sunmit” meeting were t0 be mors than a Spectacle. The Am-
bassador said he thougnt thalmere were topies upon which agreament could
aow be foreseen. Z%mmm&henasmiﬁwaa e what these
wples wore., The Joviets proposed to discuas the cessition of testing s Dut
only if thds were divorced from ‘eut-off', The Uniied States sropesed to
discuss outer sgace, but the Soviets were only willing to dlscuss it in cone
nection with the ‘Houidation of foreign bages®,

‘“he -resident then referred to the unwillingness of the Soviets to dis-
cuss the revnifieation of Germany or the carrying out of earlier agreements
wiili respect io Zastern Buropesn states,

‘The Secretary referred to the note of the Soviet Government to the
~rench Government and polnted out thet this had been even more explicit
than the note to the United States 1o the effect that before there was a mesting
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onocorelgn sdlaligters, there .nust be a firm agreemant a8 to the fact o
mmit” rmeeting and the date and place., This reduced the Foreign
waiisters' meeting to what was almost perfunctory, The Secretary said
s did not particularly object (0 reducing the role of a Yoreiqn Ministers'
sureling becacse he thought that much of the preparatory work could
baiter be done through divlomatic channela ratier than at 8 Foreign
Cinisters' mesting, There were some matters that particularly and
alrmost excluzively involved the United States and the Soviat Undon,

this did rot Lnply that diplomatic channels would limit contacts to
our two Governnents because through diplomatic channels there could
430 be discusgions with the Britieh, French and others, as thay were
involved,

e

Che Ambassador sald that he would try to report our views objectively

o nis Governnent, but asked whether a formal reply to the Soviet Memoran~
du could be expected at an early date. The Secretary sald that a prospec-
tive reoly nad been discussed between hina and the . reside:t on Ssturday
aiternoon; inat we were now discussing it with some of our alltes and
tnat the Secretary soped that a reply could be finalized for delivary the
iatier part of the week. The Ambassador thanked the President and the
Secretary and discussed brisefly what e would say to the »ress., Th

‘rasident suggesied he should say merely that he had had a friendly talk.
“he Ambassador sccepted this and suggested adding that he 'wd hoped to
ave such talks “from time to {ime”, The Secretary suguestsd omiiting
tuis as it would ereste problems with other ambassadors if i were 10 be
aogwned that the rresfdent was to meet periodically with the Soviet A~
Dagsador. The Ambassador indicated he would drop this reraark.

he i-pesident relterated that he did not want the Aspnbassador to
izl that the -resident was in any Sense impatient with the Anbassador for
iwmdng sought this meeting. He had spoken only in general terms and wanted,
i1 possible, (0 find ways whereby sur two great countries could get more
clogjely together,

O driadleaima A . I
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